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Talking Points: Why the Department of Education is Important

e A cabinet agency like the Department of Education cannot be formally disbanded
without congressional approval. However, the real and immediate threat lies in
dismantling key functions and significantly reducing its funding.

e Every public school district and most colleges and universities in the country rely
on the Department of Education, as do the students and communities served by
those schools.

e Public schools serve 90% of U.S. students and 95% of students with disabilities.
Across the country, students benefit from programs administered by the
Department of Education, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), which ensures that students with disabilities receive the services and
support they need. Without it, protections for these students could be weakened.

e The Department of Education enforces federal laws that protect students from
discrimination based on race, gender, disability, and other factors, ensuring every
student has access to an education that supports their full potential. Without it,
schools may face less accountability for ensuring equal educational
opportunities.

e Removing funding from Department of Education initiatives that assist
economically disadvantaged students and those without stable housing would
severely impact the millions of families who depend on these critical services and
support systems.

e Defunding the Department of Education would eliminate programs that provide
food, education, and protection for the most vulnerable and underserved
students, leaving many families and communities struggling.

e The Department of Education also administers Pell Grants, federal student loans,
and loan repayment and forgiveness programs. Thirty percent of U.S. college
students rely on these federal loans to pay their tuition.

e The Department of Education oversees accrediting organizations that establish
standards for institutional governance to ensure fairness, review processes, and
accountability. This supervision is crucial, as without it, the exploitative practices
common in many non-traditional educational institutions could persist.
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Non-traditional colleges and universities attract high numbers of students from
marginalized communities - including the LGBTQ+ community - as many
LGBTQ+ individuals often feel disconnected from or unwelcome in conventional
educational environments.

e Dismantling the Department of Education would have far-reaching negative
consequences for students, families, and communities across the country.



